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Guidelines Committee for Environmentally 
and Security-Relevant Research 
14 September 2021 
 The President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a convenience translation of the German ‘Richtlinie der Kommission für sicherheits- und 
umweltrelevante Forschung’. In case of differences between the original German version and this 
translation, the German version shall prevail. 
 

Guidelines of the Senate for the Activities of the Committee for 
Environmentally and Security-Relevant Research of Friedrich Schiller 

University Jena (Kommission für sicherheits- und umweltrelevante 
Forschung der Friedrich-Schiller-Universität Jena, KSUF) 

 
 

Pursuant to section 66 subsection 3 sentence 4 of the Thuringian Higher Education Act (Thüringer 
Hochschulgesetz, ThürHG) of 10 May 2018 (Journal of Legal Notices of the Free State of Thuringia 
GVBl. p 149), last amended by Article 7 of the Act of 23 March 2021 (GVBl. pages 115, 118), in 
conjunction with section 16 subsection 7 of the Constitution of Friedrich Schiller University Jena 
(Grundordnung, GO) of 27 February 2019 (Official Gazette of the Free State of Thuringia, Thüringer 
Staatsanzeiger, ThürStAnz No. 11/2019, p. 560), amended by the First Amendment to the Constitution 
of 29 July 2019 (ThürStAnz No. 33/2019, p. 1280), the Senate adopted the following Guidelines for the 
activities of the Committee for Environmentally and Security-Relevant Research at Friedrich Schiller 
University Jena on 14 September 2021. 

 
 

PRELIMINARY NOTES 
 

By resolution of 5 November 2019, pursuant to section 66 subsection 3 sentence 4 ThürHG in 
conjunction with section 16 subsection 7 sentence 1 GO, the Senate established the Committee on 
Environmentally and Security-Relevant Research and adopted its procedural principles. Pursuant to 
section 16 subsection 7 sentence 4 GO, the purpose of these Guidelines is to specify more detailed 
regulations regarding the Committee’s activities and procedures. They follow the ‘Model Statutes for 
Committees for Ethics in Security-Relevant Research’ developed by the German Research Foundation 
(DFG) and the National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina. 
 
In addition, further reference is made to the joint recommendations of DFG and Leopoldina on 
handling security-relevant research (‘Scientific Freedom and Scientific Responsibility’). 
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§ 1 
Principles 

 
(1) The members and associates of University take account of their co-responsibility for the 

consequences and possible misuse of scientific findings in their research and teaching 
activities. While conducting their research, they are committed to the peaceful coexistence 
of people and to preserving the natural bases of life (Preamble of the University’s 
Constitution) 

 
(2) Risks relevant to security and the environment exist in particular in scientific work which 

is likely to generate knowledge, products, or technologies that could be directly misused 
by third parties. 

 

§ 2 
Committee for Environmentally and Security-Relevant Research 

 
The Senate of Friedrich Schiller University Jena establishes a Committee for Environmentally and 
Security-Relevant Research (KSUF). 

 

§ 3 
Tasks and Basis of KSUF’s Activities 

 
(1) Against the background of the conflicting priorities between scientific freedom and scientific 

responsibilities, KSUF shall offer assistance in the form of advice and assessment with regard 
to the goals deserving protection that are relevant to security and the environment referred to 
in section 1 subsection 1. In addition, it shall raise awareness within the University of Jena for 
aspects of research that are relevant to security and the environment. Scientific freedom also 
entails risks. These primarily result from the danger that research results could be misused 
(‘dual use dilemma’). 

 
(2) Section 16 subsection 7 of the University’s Constitution provides for the review of all 

research projects funded by third parties for their compatibility with the principles laid down 
in the Preamble and in section 3 subsection 2 sentence 2 GO as well as in section 1 
subsection 1 of these Guidelines. KSUF shall examine research projects if there is a reason 
to suspect that they do not meet the goals deserving protection as referred in section 1 
subsection 1, especially with regard to the dual use dilemma. 

 
(3) In the case that, due to legal regulations, the examination of an environmentally and security-

relevant project for compatibility with the principles laid down in the Preamble and in 
section 3 subsection 2 sentence 3 GO is the responsibility of another committee within or 
outside the University of Jena, in particular the Ethics Committee, this committee shall take 
precedence. It shall then inform KSUF of the result of its review. KSUF may add its own 
assessment to the results of the review. 

 
(4) Irrespective of advice given by KSUF, the researcher shall remain responsible for their own 

actions. 
 

(5) In its activities, KSUF shall follow the applicable law and scientific standards as well as the 
applicable rules of professional conduct. It shall take into account relevant national and 
international recommendations. In doing so, it shall take the current state of science and 
technology as a basis. 

 
(6) Once a year, KSUF shall report to the Senate on its activities. 
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(7) KSUF may issue its own rules of procedure. 
 

§ 4 
Structure and Members 

 
(1) KSUF shall consist of 

 
• three university professors 
• one research associate 
• one student 

 
(2) The members of KSUF and their respective deputies shall be elected from among the 

members of the Senate’s Research Committee. The members shall be representative of a 
broad range of disciplines. 

 
(3) The term of office of the KSUF’s members shall correspond to their term of office in the 

Senate’s Research Committee. The same persons may be re-elected several times. 
 

(4) KSUF shall elect a chair and a deputy chair from among its professorial members. 
 

(5) Each member may resign without giving reasons. The Senate may relieve members from 
office upon reasonable grounds. Members leaving the Committee shall be replaced by their 
respective deputies. If there is no deputy, a successor shall be elected for the remaining 
term of office. 

 
§ 5 

Opening of Proceedings 
 

(1) There are two different forms of review: 
 

a) Standard review pursuant to section 16 subsection 7 of the Constitution 
 

aa) All contract research projects shall be pre-examined prior to the 
awarding of the contract as part of the contract negotiations in 
accordance with cc). 

bb) All other research projects financed by third parties shall be pre-examined after 
their approval. For this purpose, the project leaders shall submit a corresponding 
declaration as part of the project notification in accordance with section 66 
subsection 3 ThürHG. 

cc) In a preliminary review, the staff responsible for the research project from the 
Service Centre for Research and Transfer, the International Office or the Office of 
the Vice-President for Research shall examine the project for compatibility with 
the goals deserving protection as referred to in section 1 subsection 1 in order to 
identify critical projects. 

dd) In the case that a project is identified as ‘critical’ in the preliminary review, it 
shall be forwarded to the Office of the Vice-President for Research for a 
detailed review, if the Office is not already responsible for the project. Other 
experts in the field and legal experts shall be involved in the further review, if 
necessary. 
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If the project is also identified as ‘critical’ in this review, the Office of the Vice-
President for Research shall forward the project along with a statement on the 
results of the previous review to KSUF. 

ee) KSUF shall review the projects identified as ‘critical’ submitted to it, make a 
recommendation and make its reasoned assessment decision public at the 
University. 

 
b) Review after suspected violation 

 
aa) All members and affiliates of the University may report suspected cases of 

violations directly to a member of KSUF. 

bb) KSUF shall examine the reported projects, make a recommendation 
and make its reasoned assessment decision public at the University. 

 
(2) In addition, members and affiliates of the University (applicants) may ask KSUF to review 

their research project prior to its implementation, if it could be associated with significant 
environmentally or security-relevant risks for the goals deserving protection referred to in 
section 1 subsection 1. 

 
(3) The application for review shall contain a brief summary of the project and a detailed 

description of the aspects relevant to security or the environment. The applicants shall 
include a declaration as to whether, and if so, where they have already submitted 
applications with the same or similar content, and what the result of such application has 
been. 

 
(4) The Committee is not obliged to follow up on anonymous tips. 

 
§ 6 

Proceedings 
 

(1) The Chair shall convene a meeting of KSUF in writing, or at least in text form, if a project is 
submitted for review to KSUF pursuant to section 4 subsection 1, or if an application for 
assistance is submitted pursuant to section 4 subsection 2; however, if shall convene a 
meeting at least once a year. 

 
(2) Meetings of KSUF are not open to the public. Committee members are sworn to secrecy. 

The same applies to experts, consultants, assistants and persons who provide 
administrative support to KSUF’s work. 

 
(3) In principal, KSUF shall decide by resolution following verbal discussion, which may also 

take place in video format (see section 7 below). Written or electronic decision-making by 
circulation shall be admissible, unless a member objects. 
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(4) For its discussions, KSUF may consult experts in the relevant fields and obtain expert 
opinions. KSUF may request additional documents, information or substantiation from 
applicants and other parties involved—already for the preparation of its decision. Applicants 
may also bring in experts of their choice. Members of Friedrich Schiller University Jena must 
provide KSUF with truthful information and with access to relevant documents. The legal 
rights to refuse to give evidence and to withhold information shall apply accordingly. As far as 
this is possible in a fair procedure, justified interests of whistle-blowers shall be protected. 
Their names shall only be disclosed if a concerned person was otherwise unable to defend 
themselves properly or if the credibility of a whistle-blower has to be assessed. 

 
(5) The results of the KSUF’s meetings shall be recorded in minutes. 

 
§ 7 

Decision-Making Process 
 

(1) KSUF shall determine by resolution to what extent it deems the implementation of the 
project—if necessary with modifications and conditions, e.g. to minimize risk—justifiable in 
accordance with section 3 subsection 2 GO and to what extent it deems the principles 
referred to in section 3 subsection 2 GO observed. 

 
(2) To have a quorum, more than half of the members of KSUF must be present, including at 

least two university professors. Members who are involved in the research project or who 
have interests that are affected in such a way that there is concern about bias shall be 
excluded from the discussion and decision-making process. 

 
(3) KSUF shall seek consensus on the decisions to be taken. If it does not reach such a 

consensus, it shall decide by majority of the votes cast. Any abstentions shall be considered 
as rejections. In the event of a tie, the Chair shall have the casting vote; in their absence, the 
Deputy Chair shall have the casting vote. 

 
(4) The applicants shall be notified about the KSUF’s decision in writing. Negative opinions and 

recommendations to change the research project shall be justified in writing. KSUF shall 
inform the Executive Board, the Research Committee and the University public of all its 
decisions; it shall inform the Senate as part of its annual report. 

 
§ 8 

Reporting of Risks and Security-Relevant Aspects during the Implementation of the Project 
 

(1) KSUF must be informed immediately of any risks that only arise during the implementation of 
the research project and that could affect the goals deserving of protection as referred to in 
section 1 subsection 2. 

 
(2) In this case, KSUF may revoke its assessment in whole or in part or recommend further 

changes to the research project. The applicant shall be given opportunity to comment. 
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§ 9 
Coming into Effect, Publication 

 
These Guidelines shall come into effect upon resolution of the Senate and shall be published in the 
Journal of Legal Notices of Friedrich Schiller University Jena. 
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